FLOWER CLUBS
OF
CHESHIRE

Inspire - Learn - Create

Club Representatives Forum Meeting, 28" January 2025, 11.00am
Owley Wood Recreation Club, Barrymore Rd, Weaverham CW8 3LS

1. Welcome

Tracy-Anne Clancy (TAC) welcomed everyone to Owley Wood for the first meeting of 2025, our
Emerald Anniversary Year. Cheshire Flower Arrangement Association opened 55 years ago by
having a glass of sherry and so we will celebrate with a glass at the AGM.

Malvern spring schedule is out. National Show information is available, with a Club and an Area
Class. TAC hopes that we can enter the Area class in our Emerald Year. Royal Cheshire County
Show (RCCS) schedule is now out. In April, the British Iris Society is having a show in Plumley,
where is a competition which might interest some members. Beryl Cotton will be the promenade
demonstrator that day.

There are many internal Flower Clubs of Cheshire activities as well. The first event is a workshop
led by Jackie Charnock at Tarvin in March which is highly recommended.

On 9t April, Flower Clubs of Cheshire Area Lunch takes place at Lymm Golf Course. Cost £25 for
two courses and a speaker. All members welcome, although numbers are restricted to 100. 26
March is the booking deadline. To book, email to TAC.

2. Attendance

Present from the Chairman’s office Administrative réle Tracy-Anne Clancy (TAC), and Pastoral réle
Jean Jones (JJ), also Area Secretary Vanessa Lees (VL), Sylvia Bower, Pam Fleming-Williams, Beryl
Cotton, and Eileen Fantom.

Representatives attended from: Disley and district Flower Club, Eddisbury and Sandiway Flower,
Club, Elworth Flower Club, Goostrey Flower Club, Handbridge Flower Club, Heald Green Flower
Club, Knutsford Floral Design Club, Leek Floral Art Society, Lymm Floral Art Group, Macclesfield
Flower Club, Mid-Cheshire Flower Club, Neston Flower Society, Nether Alderley Flower Club, New
Brighton Flower Arrangement Society, Prestbury Flower Club, Romiley Flower Club, Rural Chester
Flower Club, Sale Flower Club, South Cheshire Floral Society, Stockport Afternoon Flower Club,
Tarporley Flower Club, Upton-by-Chester Flower Club, and Wilmslow Guild Floral Design Club.
Apologies were received from Janet Schofield, Carol Baker, Catherine Bower, Pam Mosedale, and
Judy Gratton, as well as from Ashton Hayes and Tarvin, Chester Flower Club, Frodsham and district
Flower Club, Hale Barns Flower Club, Winwick Flower Club, and Wistaston and district Flower Club.
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as correct and signed by TAC.

3. Updates from the Chairman’s Office

Administrative Update — Tracy-Anne Clancy

Happy New Year everyone! As we embrace a New Year, we have lots of exciting new things to look
forward to in 2025 within our Area.



At the end of November 1970, Cheshire Flower Arrangement Association was formed. Fast
forward 54 years and a couple of name changes later, Flower Clubs of Cheshire have started their
Emerald Year. We will be celebrating at our 55™ AGM on 2" October with a ‘Gloriously Green’
demonstration (see proposal). During the year we will be hosting a Members’ lunch at Lymm Golf
Club and a ‘Summer Celebration’ Members’ Day in the summer. The show schedule for our Area
show in the ‘Theatre of Flowers” @ the RCCS is almost ready, with a Competitor Support Group
meeting in the diary to help competitors to prepare for the show with a ‘walk-through’ the
schedule on 6™ February. We also have a National show at Gloucester Cathedral to look forward
to in September.

Over the next few months, we will be reviewing and documenting our Policies and Procedures for
Area (including Safeguarding and GDPR) and these will be briefed out to Clubs for cascading to
members and implementing appropriately at Club level. We are also hoping to host drop-in zoom
sessions for Club Officers, who are new to their roles, to offer any help and advice.

A checklist of policies is in the process of being drafted by members of Flower Clubs of Cheshire
Leadership Team for individual Clubs to implement, with reference to guidelines from HQ. These
are necessary because of the insurance policy for the whole Area. Insurance for Clubs is vital, and
this includes a risk assessment done by the Club specifically for their own venue. Best practice is to
display the insurance documents at the venue so that members may see it on arrival. Please check
the venue before the meeting to ensure that the risk assessment on file remains valid. One Club in
the UK is being sued and is not insured; that committee is personally liable. Policies will include
safeguarding and inclusion. Safeguarding is part of the risk assessment expected by some venues
and will be the first policy offered by Flower Clubs of Cheshire to Clubs in the Area.

Education has some exciting workshops and classes organised for members this year — something
for all levels of ability.

So, an exciting year in prospect and | look forward to working with you to make this a reality.
Here’s to ‘Friendship and Flowers’ for 2025.

Pastoral Update — Jean Jones

Doesn’t our last meeting at Grappenhall Community Centre seem a long time ago! What a jolly
affair it was, it was more like a group of friends with a shared interest having a natter and yet,
under Tracy-Anne’s efficient leadership, the business still got done in plenty of time for lunch. Julie
Pearson’s book was on offer and copies rapidly disappeared off the table. Festive greetings were
exchanged, and we all went away to get on with planning our own Christmas celebrations.

On this bitterly cold frosty morning thoughts are already turning to spring, and clubs are awaking! |
am looking forward to gathering with my own club for a committee lunch this week and to getting
out and about to visit as many clubs as | can. | hope you are too!

| went to Chester FC this month to see Jackie Owen and was very impressed by her approach to
sustainable arranging.

Warmest wishes to you all, Jean

National Liaison Update — Tracy-Anne Clancy (for Janet Schofield)

The National Advisory Council (NAC) meeting took place at Leamington Spa on 13, 14t January
and provided the opportunity for 21 Area Chairmen, Standing Committee Chairmen (National
Chairmen for Demonstrators, Judges, Speakers and Education), Trustees, Board Directors, National
Chairman, National President, CEQ, and HQ office staff to all be together at the same place at the
same time. It was a good opportunity for everyone to share their problems as well as their good



news. Flower Clubs of Cheshire leadership team structure is being used as a model elsewhere inz\
the country.

The following information was shared and discussed:
Personnel Updates

o Steven Lane will be retiring in December 2025. Recruitment process to commence
soon (will be London based). TAC challenged this decision at the meeting because
there is currently no finance manager and the réles could be merged. Flower Clubs of
Cheshire hopes that this personnel gap will be an opportunity to change the way things
are done at HQ.

o Sylvia Loader is retiring from Head Office on 31t March after 18 years.

o Michael Osman (Finance Manager) left in November and the replacement was due to
start on 15" January but has since withdrawn. Recruitment continues.

o A digital marketing manager will be recruited by HQ

o Paula McAlinden has been appointed as a new Trustee.

See proposal on page 5.

Celebrating Disability

o Head Office will be writing an Equality Policy over the next few months which Areas can
adopt and cascade to Clubs for implementation.

o Presentation given by Esi Hardy entitled ‘Celebrating Disability’ to all delegates. Esiis a
wheelchair user and has cerebral palsy. She is extremely upbeat and positive and
willing to share her knowledge and first-hand experience with NAFAS, supporting the
drafting of the policy, including the correct terminology and phrases to adopt.

o She outlined some useful points to consider when hosting an event. Most Clubs ask
about dietary requirements for an event but don’t usually ask about access
requirements. or support in any way for an attendee (more guidelines to follow).

Presentation by ECT Travel
o Dates for various ‘Floral Events’ shared. Minimum number for a trip would be 10 if
flying and then picking up a coach for tour etc.
o www.ecttravel.com for events and dates.
o Maybe an Area trip? Club trip?

Presentation by Smithers Oasis
o New Bio Foam degrades by 91% over 3 years. This is because it is pre-formed with
anaerobic microbes which become active in landfill sites with limited oxygen.
o Terrabrick and AgrWool is accepted at RHS shows.

Flower Arranger Magazine

o Chloe Bryan-Brown was unable to attend in person, but her report was presented.

o Cheshire were acknowledged for the Winter designs and the photo-shoot in July.
Thanks went to Sharon Nolan for hosting, Janet Schofield for organising (including
Christmas outfit and music) and Tracy-Anne Clancy.

o Not all Areas have a Flower Arranger Officer. Some Clubs don’t have a Flower Arranger
Officer. Some members order direct from NAFAS as it is posted direct to home address,
but cost is over £24 (vs £16.50 via FA Officer).


http://www.ecttravel.com/
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Initiative being launched to drive up sales of the Flower Arranger by creating a code for
affiliated members to use when ordering direct and thus benefitting from a lower price
point. Delivery would be direct to individuals home address. Initiative not thought
through yet, but Cheshire will test.

Financial Reports
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No financial report available due to Finance Manager having left NAFAS in November.
About 400 entries are still outstanding or waiting to be processed. Steven Lane is trying
to address this, but he only has ‘one pair of hands’.

No budget for 2025,26 (not all affiliation fees received).

No Business Plan update.

Only 15 out of a possible 21 Areas had sent in Affiliation Fees by 31t December
deadline; Cheshire submitted on time.

National Tests had made a surplus of £1700

30 Clubs had closed or disaffiliated since December 2023. Membership had reduced
from 70k to 20k over the last ten years.

National Affiliation Fee for 2025 will be £7-75. Shortfall will be covered by reserves.
NAFAS currently supporting a Club with no insurance who have had a claim levied
against them. Financial support to be capped. Currently awaiting court hearing. All
Clubs must have Risk Assessments and Insurance in place.

Affiliation Fees paid to Head Office are subject to VAT (HO pay VAT over to HMRC). After
lengthy discussions with HMRC there is a possibility that they may be classed as
‘exempt’ and therefore 4 years of VAT can be reclaimed.

Updating the Standing Orders
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These are the ‘rules and guidelines’ which support the Articles of Association. They set
out the guidelines for the consistent running of the organisation. These are currently
being revised. Areas will be asked to review, comment, and feedback in due course.
Delegates made comments at the meeting.

New document to be circulated to Areas with comments required to be submitted to
Head Office no later than by 14t February.

Education Modules and Ofqual Accreditation

o
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Following advice from an external consultant, the NAFAS education modules currently
in place, taught to candidates by a National Teacher, are to be discontinued. The Ofqual
accreditation is not being progressed.

Any person currently studying a module with a teacher can continue until it is complete.
Area leisure flower arranging classes are being well attended — this was applauded.

2025 AGM and Webinar

o
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The National AGM (Wednesday 15 October) will be an in-person meeting this year and
will be held in London.

Nicky Wiley will have one more year to serve from October 2025.

Next webinar is 15™" May @ 6.30pm.

National Flower Arranging Day

o

To be held on Friday 20t June 2025. British Flowers week starts on the following
Monday (23™ June) so it is hoped that British Flowers or Flowers from the Farm will be



used by NAFAS arrangers to support. Conversations will be progressed with British
Flower growers but limited progress thus far.

o Areas are requested to create an installation or an event in their Area. No theme has
been set. Each Area will fund their own contribution, but all publicity materials and
marketing will be done by Head Office. Areas need to send information, plans, and
venue into Head Office so they can promote on behalf of Areas.

o No ‘Lonely Bouquets’ will be supported by HQ.

National Show 2025 @ Gloucester Cathedral

o September 19t, 20t" September. Katherine Kear is Show Chairman.

o Show Schedule will be available from Monday 20" January from the NAFAS Head Office
website. Title of the show is ‘Nature’s Challenge’.

o Format similar to last show with a preview evening on 18™. Tickets on sale from 1%
March @ £20. No restriction on numbers, glass of fizz, 6.30pm — 8pm, trade stands and
live music. Prize giving in the Chapter House is on the same evening and is ticketed and
limited.

o Early Bird tickets on sale from 1-28™ February @ £25 thereafter £30. 2-day ticket @
£50. From 1%t March Group Tickets available @ £25.

o Demonstrations in the Guildhall on the day before will be by Emily Broomhead and
Elizabeth Graham. Tickets will be £25 and available from the Guildhall after March.

o There will be a live Imposed Class at the National Show on 19,

Area Speakers
o The National Speakers Chairman (Bronda Dossett) will be hosting a zoom call on 25%
February at 2pm for anyone interested in training to become an Area Speaker, give a
vote of thanks, or improve their speaking as a demonstrator. All interested to contact
Tracy-Anne Clancy who will liaise with Bronda.

Personnel A discussion took place around the personnel changes at NAFAS Head Office. Members
felt strongly that now would be a golden opportunity to review how NAFAS is organised to make it
fit for purpose in the changing world in which we find ourselves regarding falling membership and
other challenges. The following proposal came from the floor:
Proposal: To write to HQ on behalf of Flower Clubs of Cheshire to encourage HQ to safequard
the future of NAFAS. HQ should look wider for personnel and consider restructuring and re-
locating. Proposed by Pam Fleming-Williams, seconded by Joan Wilkinson. Passed
unanimously by all present.

4. Area Secretary’s Report — Vanessa Lees

Although we still have cold and inclement weather, the feeling within our Leadership Team is of
getting back to work after a festive break. Spring and new things to look forward to are just around
the corner.

| was pleased to circulate amongst the Team a long list of actions completed last year, as well as a
new list for the year ahead. Foremost amongst the actions will be to help deliver the various
education initiatives now in the pipeline.

As Tracy-Anne has indicated, we will be helping clubs to stay abreast of running their clubs
smoothly and offering any advice and support as it is needed. Undoubtedly some clubs with large
memberships are extremely well and efficiently run, whereas some of our smaller clubs may like to
access a little more practical support.
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High on our To Do list is to ensure we put in place a plan for running our Area Show beyond 2025.
We may have to re-think how we organise this, but we know how disappointed our members
would be to lose our Area show. Reinstatement of Area social activity is also to the fore. It truly
feels as though we have finally left behind those sad Covid years.

Thank you to clubs who have already sent in their new programmes. Keep them coming please!
Cards have been sent by me to various Flower Clubs of Cheshire members or former members who
have been unwell or bereaved recently. Please let Jean Jones or me know if any Area member you
know would appreciate a message of kindness and support.

An initial meeting has been held with those volunteers who have stepped up to organise our Area
social event in July — thank you to all of them. Several different ideas were put forward — watch this
space. The group will meet again after this Club Representatives’ Forum meeting. It will be lovely
to have a special event to look forward to.

5. Area Treasurer’s Report — Tracy-Anne Clancy

Please be advised that Judy Gratton has sight of the bank statements and accounts each month to
ensure an independent review.

Our financial year is from 1t August to 315 July.

Financial Overview
Barclays Bank balances as at 12t" January were as follows:

Current Account £8,978
Savings Account £22,993
JDS&E Account £7,083

Flower Arranger Account £5,194

Affiliation Fees 2024,25

To date, £20,336 has been received with two Clubs still outstanding. A payment of £12,758 has
been made to National with estimates included for the two remaining Clubs. The difference will be
paid when final numbers have been confirmed. We have 34 Clubs in Cheshire, all clubs have paid.
Membership numbers are approximately 1,708 (equivalent for last year 1,648).

Budget 2024/25

Total income for 2024/25 (from Affiliation Fees) is currently £7,578-75 (two Clubs have still to
confirm their numbers and make a payment). The expenditure budget for 2024/25 (assume
£8,000 at the moment) with actual expenditure to date is as follows:

Past Year BudgetActual?

£ £ £
Facility Costs (website, storage, licences) 3,954 3,500 1,498
Publicity & Promotions 1,273 1,000 0!
Cheshire Area Show 2,496 2,300 0
Meetings 1,553 1,000 134
Other 200 0
Total 9,276 8,000 1,632

Since the start of the financial year, we have received £257 in interest earned on our Savings
Account which is not included in the budget. All events must break even.

1See National Flower Arranging Day



National Flower Arranging Day
Previously it was agreed by Flower Clubs of Cheshire that Clubs could claim £25 towards et &
supporting this event. HQ wish to make this National Event more focused on 20™ June, to coincide

with the start of British Flowers Week.

Flower Clubs of Cheshire will be able to promote this at RCCS the previous week. The plan is for
one Area exhibit which HQ will advertise and publicise for us. Cheshire Life is aware, and it will be
publicised by them. Bernard Preston (Elworth) spoke warmly about having more publicity so that
NAFAS can speak to non-members and not just ourselves. This is a good way to increase
membership.

Ideas for what to do are being sought. So far, one idea is to move the RCCS exhibits to one place,
possibly the centre of a village (e.g. Waverton — President’s Village) for publicity.

“Lonely Bouquets” have been popular in the past. Although HQ are not supporting this venture,
Flower Clubs of Cheshire will continue to support this on a day of the Club’s choice. Please send a
photo to TAC and £25 will be forthcoming. Clubs with an anniversary may wish to use this to
publicise themselves.

The Area budget assumes £25 per Club (£850), as previously, until further information is available,
and plans have been made.

Insurance

The uptake for the ‘umbrella’ insurance has gathered speed, because many Club’s renewal dates
are the beginning of January. To date, 17 Clubs have paid and submitted their Club’s Risk
Assessment. We are progressing with the Group Travel Policy.

6. Representatives’ Reports
6.i Judges Report — Pam Fleming-Williams
Proposal for Judges’ Training Programme 2025/26
Following on from the Elements and Principles Day for everyone with Jackie Charnock, and
assuming 8-10 people interested (from Cheshire and surrounding areas) in going through with
training: -
The Modular Training Programme has the following structure:
e Introduction to all sections of the test (Compulsory)
e Oral Judging (Compulsory)
e Practical Judging (Compulsory)
e Written Test (Compulsory)
e Mock Judges Test
e Reinforcement Training (Optional)
e Test

Each module includes training for the horticultural and personal staged exhibit sections. The
Introduction Day could be taken by myself, but the other days need a tutor — could be the same
one each time (I’'m not a fan of this) or different for one or two sections.

So that is a minimum of six hall bookings, each training day to last 4-5 hours; three tutors @ say
£120 per fees and £150 for travel; three classes of seven exhibits for Introduction, Oral and
Practical modules @ £10-£12 per exhibit; two ‘tests’ with two adjudicators fees at £75 each plus
travel and accommodation (for marking after the tests).

(£45 can be saved by using a trainee adjudicator with the qualified one for the mock.)



The list of qualified instructors is 10 people, the nearest are Jackie Charnock from Mercia and
Margaret Rumens from Midlands, with Sheila Rodgers and Pat Hutchinson from NE being the next
nearest. There has been talk of doing zoom sessions, but | can only see that working for the
written test module.

Introductory day to be in September/October 2025

Other days to fit in with other disciplines and Final test in Autumn 2026.

Please encourage members to compete.

6.ii Demonstrators Report — Beryl Cotton

Area Report

Very little to report here. All demonstrators on the Flower Clubs of Cheshire List have been
circulated the Autumn/Winter National Demonstrators Newsletter. | am aware that several of our
demonstrators are attending the full symposium in February and will receive a certificate of
attendance.

National Report

The next National event is the Demonstrators Symposium which be held at the Telford Golf and
Spa Hotel, Telford from Friday, 28t February to 2"¥ March 2025. This event is open to National,
Area and trainee demonstrators and is a great opportunity to mix with other demonstrators and to
ensure personal and professional development. There will be two workshops, lectures, plant sales
through the three days with evening floral entertainment. Single and shared rooms are available.
There are a few places still available should any demonstrator only be able to attend on the
Saturday when they can enjoy a workshop, lunch and the afternoon demonstration. The
demonstration, by Dawn Weaver, will take place on the Saturday afternoon at 2 pm. This is open
to ALL but with a limited number of seats for non-delegates. If you live reasonably locally or fancy
a lovely afternoon out, you may consider coming along to support us on Saturday, 1%t March, 2025.
There will be mini demonstrations given by around 10 of our National Demonstrators at the NAFAS
Show in Gloucester Cathedral 19t, 20t September which will be included in the entrance ticket.
No reserved seats, first come first served basis. Demonstrator names will be advertised in the
Show brochure. (There will also be a demonstration on the Friday evening at the Gloucester
Guildhall — tickets available from the Guildhall.)

All information, booking forms, tickets for the demonstration are available from Vanessa Keys,
NAFAS: 020 7247 5567.

6.iii Education Report — Pam Mosedale

Elements and Principles Workshop with Jackie Charnock on Sunday 9t March at Tarvin

The aim of the day is for members to gain an overview of the Elements and Principles of Floral
Design. The objectives focus on a greater understanding of each of the elements (texture, colour,
line, form and space) and each principle of design (balance, contrast, dominance, proportion,
scale, rhythm and harmony). It will be a very interactive day with lots of participation in small
group activities. Everyone will bring a floral design to aid learning and experimentation in a very
safe and friendly environment. The floral design titles to choose from are Spring Splendour and
Simple Elegance.

Members’ Workshop with Julie Pearson on Sunday 11t May at Tarvin

Thank you for your feedback and suggestions for the workshop content. The vast majority of clubs
and individuals | have consulted proposed 2 designs from her new book, including one using wax
and wires. More details will be circulated nearer the time.



Masterclass with Gill McGregor on Saturday 18t October at Plumley, and Education Day with
McGregor on Sunday 19" October at Frodsham.
Content to be confirmed. Leaf manipulation and handing designs appear to be popular so far.

NAFAS qualification and Ofqual accreditation

As previously mentioned in the NAC report, the NAFAS qualification and Ofqual accreditation has
been discontinued. This decision has no direct impact on our members, and we will continue to
support club and area leisure class.

6.iv Young Persons Representative Report — Judy Gratton

Children in Year 5, from a local primary school, made a willow door wreath for Christmas. The
wreath involved cutting and manipulating lengths of willow into two kidney hoops and then used
reel wire to form a heart shape. These were then decorated using fresh plant material and
seasonal items. Their creations were posted on the school Facebook and received some lovely
comments.

Pictured is one of the wreaths.
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Plans are progressing for Nantwich Show to be held on
Wednesday 30" July 2025. This will include exhibits from local
primary schools.

If anyone is interested in running floral activities for their own

' local schools or children’s out of school activities, please do get in
~touch. Judy Gratton 07506 022709 or email

W judy.gratton@live.co.uk

7. Flower School of Cheshire — Jean Jones, Tracy-Anne Clancy, Judy
Gratton.

| have followed up on an enquiry from a church group on the
Wirral who were interested in sustainable church flowers last year.
Before Christmas, they held a successful class for a table decoration and door wreath by
themselves. They are now considering their next step and if they would like any input from us. |
will keep up the contacts as long as they seem interested.

| am also waiting for a lady who might be interested in a Christmas wreath making session for the
company she works for — watch this space!

Flower Clubs of Cheshire have some exciting workshops and a masterclass planned for 2025
organised by Pam Mosedale as Education representative, but as yet The Flower School doesn’t
have any bookings specifically for clubs. Now is you chance to pick a date and venue for something
for your club.

This could be for your own members at your venue or you might think about joining forces with
nearby clubs in a central place to attract new members and raising the profile of The Flower Clubs
of Cheshire. The Flower School can help with as much or as little of the organisation as you
require, even if it’s just a phone chat. Let’s make the most of the lull at this time of year to plan
some joyous times with spring flowers!

If you would like to host a class or workshop for your club or organisation, please contact the
Flower Clubs of Cheshire area office.

chairman@nafascheshire.org.uk
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8. Events, Publicity Update?

8.ii Flower Arranger Magazine — Catherine Bower

The Spring edition of the magazine was delivered 9%, 10t January. If there are any problems,
please let Catherine know.

8.ii RCCS — ‘Theatre of Flowers’ — Carol Baker, Sylvia Bower.

The Show schedule has been circulated. Please encourage members to enter. There is a
Competitor Support Group for those preparing to enter will be held on zoom on Thursday, 6t
February at 7.00pm. Email canonlineevents@gmail.com for a free place. All welcome.
Interpretation, rules, logistics, and processes will be discussed.

Carol and Sylvia are standing down after this year and people need to come forward and join the
team to learn the procedures and processes that are relevant. There are many jobs to do and we
need to have a good team. No team, no show.

8.iii Website & Social Media — Tracy-Anne Clancy

e The website continues to be updated with all the Club programmes for 2025. Please make
sure all new information is sent to our website manager Mike Gallagher. We are hugely
grateful to Mike Gallagher for all his hard work and continued support.

e Flower School of Cheshire is now a ‘menu option’ with an opportunity for us to clearly offer
and advertise classes for all abilities. Clubs / individuals are now sharing details of their
classes to be publicised on the website.

e Our Instagram page is flowerclubsofcheshire

e Flower Clubs of Cheshire Facebook page is very active — please keep sharing.

There are still gaps on the Flower Clubs of Cheshire website. Not all Clubs have sent info and there
is a need to keep up-to-date. Some Clubs have old photos on the website and new might look
better. Send to MG and he will upload. Either to him directly or through VL

8.iv Newsletter — Tracy-Anne Clancy

The January newsletter will be issued on 15% January.

Any Club with information about events to share across the Area can be sent to
treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk for inclusion. Please forward the newsletter on to all Club
members.

TAC is adding details of demonstrations to the newsletter each month. If you are not included, it’s
because your details are not on the site.

9. Cluster Updates

Peony — Elworth, Leek, Macclesfield, Nether Alderley, South Cheshire, Wistaston.

Iris — Ashton Hayes & Tarvin, Chester, Eddisbury & Sandiway, Frodsham, Mid Cheshire, Rural
Chester, Tarporley, Widnes, Winwick. Also Handbridge.

Lily — Handbridge, Hoylake, Neston, New Brighton, Upton-by-Chester, Wirral.

Rose — Goostrey, Hale Barns, Heald Green, Knutsford, Lymm, Sale.

Sunflower — Bramhall & Cheadle Hulme, Bramall Hall, Disley, Prestbury, Romiley, Stockport
Afternoon, Wilmslow Guild.
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Peony Cluster — Jean Jones

Peony Cluster Report for January 28" 2025

Last week | sent an email to the cluster asking what their plans were for 2025. They did not
disappoint!

From Joan at Goostrey

“Goostrey are trying to use the skills of one of their members whose job was advertising and
promotion, so we are extremely lucky to have her. We are taking on board her suggestions on
ways to promote the club and advertise what we do so | am hoping that this year will see our
profile raised. Our first job is to organise a monthly newsletter to our members detailing the
future demonstrator and include pics of them and their work and a bit about where they started
their flower journey.”

Joan goes on to say that outdoor events are being planned, | guess it will have to warm up a bit for
those! Joan is about to put their programme on the website so be sure to have a look.

From Fiona at Nether Alderley

“2025 is a very big year for the Nether Alderley Flower Club as it turns 70 years old! We're
planning a celebration at the beginning of May and having a nice lunch in a local hotel plus we're
negotiating with Chris Beardshaw to come and give a talk, watch this space. I've also asked Tracy-
Anne if she would like to come along.

Our club has quite a healthy membership of around 80 members who are keen to be entertained,
not do the entertaining! It's unlikely we'll be entering any competitions, but there could be some
workshops, yet to be decided.

Our club has been without their home hall for a year now and we're hoping the renovations will be
finished soon at the Nether Alderley Village Hall. We've been temporarily at Siddington Village Hall
and Chelford Village halls during 2024.

| don't think there's much more to report, our AGM in December came away with the same
committee and we're ticking over fairly successfully. We were due to meet and have lunch and a
committee meeting today, but it was cancelled due to the severe snow and low temperatures.
Hoping it will have warmed up by next week when we're due to have a demonstration.”
Congratulations on your 70t year! Do let us know how the celebrations go. I’'m sure | won’t be
alone in wanting to know if tickets will be available for visitors to see Chris Beardshaw.”

From Caryn at Wistaston

“Happy New Year

In 2025 Wistaston Flower Club is looking forward to Gill McGregor doing a Demonstration for us on
June 4t followed by a Workshop on June 5.

Gill is an International Floral Art Designer, Author, Demonstrator and Teacher so we are expecting
great things from her!

Also, we are looking forward to Nantwich Show on July 30% which we support and sponsor, The
Schedule is currently being prepared. It would be great to see Members of other clubs at the Show
to support it.”

Lovely to hear from you Caryn.

From Bernard at Elworth

“Our highlights are the visit of Jonathan Moseley in June and then David Ryland, Chairman of
Flowers Northwest, in November. Of course, we have the outrageous Sionedd Hughes doing our
Open Demonstration in Sandbach Town Hall in December.
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We are looking for another outstanding year and we will be working hard to add more new
members.”

Bernard kindly sent the club’s latest newsletter, always a good read and I’'m sure he will send it to
you if you ask him. Superb events have been held and are planned to include a workshop with
Anne Russell and the programme for 2025: January 20th — Anne Russell A WALK IN THE PARK;
February 17th — Sarah Fenton A FLORAL DANCE; March 17th AGM Gemma Becconsall — Colour
Wheel Garden GROWING YOUR OWN SPRING FLOWERS; April 21st — Heather Hayes COLOUR MY
WORLD; May 19th — Derek Morgan LAKELAND LIFE; June 15th — The Famous JONATHON MOSELEY
Simply Summer.

Wow! Well done, Elworth. Full details of the whole programme for 2025 are available on the
website. (Gold star for Bernard.)

From Denise Page and South Cheshire Floral Society

South Cheshire Floral Society meets 10 times a year, on the 2" Tuesday of each month excepting
January and August. Meetings begin at 13:30hrs at Astbury Village Hall near Congleton CW12 4RQ,
and the fee for a guest is just £6.

In February, it is our pleasure to welcome professional florist Anne Russell. Her theme is entitled
Tree of Life, and she will creating various displays relating to this topic.

In March, Mark Entwistle will hold a Mini Open Demo, showcasing his skills.

The meetings will include an opportunity to purchase floristry supplies, a raffle, and tea and cake
to conclude.

New members and guests are very welcome to join us.

Great to hear from you Denise.

Thank you to The Peony Group for sharing these exciting pans with us, have a great year everyone!
Warmest wishes Jean

Iris Cluster — Anne Walton

We have arranged a cluster coffee morning at The Lounge at Oakmere on Thursday, 20" February
at 10.30. This is open to all and if members from any other cluster would like to join us you would
be most welcome.

Lily Cluster — Colette Dunkley
The clubs in Iris cluster have all been contacted by email. Many have hit the ground running at the
start of 2025 and have some excellent demonstrators booked throughout the year.

Rose Cluster — Tracy-Anne Clancy
Met recently at a Garden Centre and had a good experience —the “sales” were on!

Sunflower Cluster — David Mason
Decorations in Bramhall Hall for Christmas were much appreciated. “Northern Lights” was the
theme and the whole Cluster took part.

10. Proposals
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10.1 Support for Nantwich Show — Judy Gratton

Name and Club

Judy Gratton — Wistaston & District Flower Club

Contact email (this is to enable us to send you a response to your proposal)

judy.gratton@live.co.uk

Contact telephone/mobile number (this is in case we need to clarify any details)

07506022709

Outline of your proposal

Flower School of Cheshire — support to Nantwich Show

Nantwich Show takes place on Wednesday 305t July 2025 at Reaseheath CW5 6DF.

The Show includes a Floral Art marquee, with competitive classes open to all, hands on
activities for children and adults and a demonstration area. This area of the Show is
sponsored and supported by Wistaston & District Flower Club and Nantwich Flower Club.

We are looking for support in the demonstration area. In line with the 2024 Show we are
planning on having demonstration slots from 9.30am, 10.30am, 11.30am, 12.30pm,
1.30pm and 2.30pm. Busy visiting times are between 10.00am — 3.00pm.

My proposal is to use Flower School of Cheshire to demonstrate flower arrangements
using various mechanics to support foam free arrangements. We will have a
demonstrating table with seating in front (usually about 30 chairs) and are looking to
cover a couple of slots.

In addition you are more than welcome for a publicity table.

Draft budget

£1007? To include mechanics/flowers which could be sold or given away?
Additional costs to include a demonstrator?

How does your proposal encourage new members to our Association or encourage our
present membership to participate?

Great advertising for the Flower Clubs and to get adults and children involved.

Any other information

The Show moved from the previous venue four years and has been re-invented on a much
smaller scale. Attendance is estimated 10,000 on Show Day. We have to self-fund our
area (other than the marquee, tables and chairs which are financed elsewhere) so funds
are very tight.

Sionedd Hughes is judging the Floral Art competition.

Leadership TEAM Agreed/Not Agreed (with reasons)

Agreed by leadership team on 16 January 2025

Decision sent to Club/ Individual on (date)

16/01/2025
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10.2 AGM Demonstration — Tracy-Anne Clancy
Nick Grounds is an auctioneer and so TAC may need a gavel. His title is “Gloriously Green”.

Name and Club

Tracy-Anne Clancy — Chairman’s Office (Flower Clubs of Cheshire)

Contact email (this is to enable us to send you a response to your proposal)

Treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk

Contact telephone/mobile number (this is in case we need to clarify any details)

07769 971 000

Outline of your proposal

Demonstration after the 55" AGM @ Frodsham Community Centre

| would like to book Nick Grounds (Wisbech) for our post AGM demonstration on 2™
October. He has been recommended by several different members and is not well known
across Cheshire, so would possibly attract a good audience. He is available on that date
and could travel up the night before. He would ‘embrace’ the Emerald Anniversary
theme.

Draft budget

Demonstrator’s Fee £300

Flower Allowance £500

Travel & Accommodation plus Meal Allowance £300
Hall Hire etc. £250

Other £100

Total Costs £1,450

Ticket Sales (120 @ £15) £1,800 plus raffle

How does your proposal encourage new members to our Association or encourage our
present membership to participate?

Demonstrator out of Area so Club members unlikely to have seen his demonstrations

Any other information

The demonstration will celebrate our Emerald Anniversary.

Leadership TEAM Agreed/Not Agreed (with reasons)

Agreed by leadership team on 16 January 2025

Decision sent to Club/ Individual on (date)

16/01/2025

11. AOB — there was no other business.
TAC closed the meeting at 12:34.
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