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Club Representatives Forum, 5th December 2024 

11.00am Grappenhall Community Centre 

Bellhouse Lane, Grappenhall, Warrington, WA4 2SG 

 
 

1. Welcome and opening remarks 
Tracy-Anne Clancy welcomed everyone to Grappenhall.  Cheshire Area was started in 1970 so this is the 
start of our Emerald Year.  There will be an opportunity for “green-themed” events this year. 
Jean Jones announced the death of Chum Laverick of Ashton-Heys and Tarvin.  Chum was very involved in 
flower arranging both local and regionally.  Her commitment to Cheshire Area was marked with a round of 
applause. 
 
2. Attendance and minutes of last meeting 
Present were President Dorothy Irvin, Chairman’s Office: Tracy-Anne Clancy (TAC) and Jean Jones (JJ), 
Secretary Vanessa Lees (VL), Judges Representative Pam Fleming-Williams, Demonstrators Representative 
Beryl Cotton, Education Representative Pam Mosedale, Minutes Secretary Eileen Fantom.  Also present 
were representatives from the following clubs: Ashton Hayes and Tarvin Flower Club, Chester Flower Club, 
Disley and district Flower Club, Eddisbury and Sandiway Flower Club, Elworth Flower Club, Goostrey Flower 
Club, Hale Barns Flower Club, Handbridge Flower Club, Knutsford Floral Design Club, Lymm Floral Art Group, 
Mid-Cheshire Flower Club, Neston Flower Society, New Brighton Flower Arrangement Society, Prestbury 
Flower Club, Rural Chester Flower Club, Sale Flower Club, Stockport Afternoon Flower Club, Tarporley 
Flower Club, Upton-by-Chester Flower Club, and Wirral Flower Club. 
Visiting were Julie Pearson and Mr Meredith. 
Apologies were received from Janet Schofield (JS) Chairman’s Office, Judy Gratton shadow Treasurer and 
Young Persons’ representative, Catherine Bower Flower Arranger Officer, and from Carol Baker Flower Clubs 
of Cheshire Cheshire Show Representative.  Apologies were also received from the following Clubs: 
Frodsham and district Flower Club, Heald Green Flower Club, Nether Alderley Flower Club, Winwick Flower 
Club, and Wistaston and district Flower Club. 
The minutes of July meeting were signed as a true record. 
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3. Updates from the Chairman’s Office 
National Liaison Update – Janet Schofield 
The NAFAS AGM was held on 16th October, 2024, followed by an online webinar Q&A session. 
Plans for the national show in Gloucester in September next year are progressing well with the schedule 
due for release in January, 2025.   
 
TAC gave reported that the next NAC meeting in Leamington Spa is on 13th, 14th January, 2025 where she is 
representing Flower Clubs of Cheshire. 
Diane Fair, Chester, asked TAC to press the matter of one member, one fee at the meeting.  TAC explained 
that since the AGM she received a message from HQ that it is against the Article 10.vi for Cheshire to 
proceed with this unilaterally.  TAC subsequently spoke to NAFAS Chairman and CEO of HQ.  It seems the 
articles are open to interpretation.  The CEO has made a start on the matter of one member, one 
membership but TAC thinks they are worried that there may be a short-fall in National funding if Areas act 
unilaterally.  It remains on the agenda of HQ.  HQ still don’t know how many people are involved which is 
because of GDPR.  (This point explained by Julie Pearson.) 
Members will pay Flower Clubs of Cheshire once only in any event thus honouring the AGM promise. 
Flower Clubs of Cheshire spent time at the last Club Representatives meeting discussing National Flower 
Arranging Day.  There is no further news from HQ about how this may be interpreted.  It is possible that 
Flower Clubs of Cheshire might do something local on “acts of kindness day” for which there is an Area 
budget. 
 
Administrative Update – Tracy-Anne Clancy 
A very successful AGM at the beginning of October followed by two days hosting the National Pre-
Assessments and National Tests at Frodsham at the end of October was a hectic, but rewarding, start to 
2024,25.  Cheshire pulled out all the stops to host the event and a huge thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to help either front of house, backstage or in the kitchen.  As Beryl would say; ‘it ran like a well-
oiled clock’.  We were also pleased to support Flower Clubs of Cheshire candidate, Mark Entwistle, and we 
wish him well for the future. 
Since the AGM, Clubs have been paying their Affiliation Fees (not quite the process we had hoped for) but 
we are grateful for all the support and for advising us of multiple memberships.  Cheshire is still honouring 
‘One Club One Fee’ for the Cheshire element of the fee (£4.75).  The deadline as discussed at the AGM is 
mid-December.  Any questions should be directed to treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk. 
The beginning of December marks the start of our Emerald Anniversary year with our next AGM, on 2nd 
October 2025, being our 55th.  Work is underway to mark this significant milestone.  This is an extract from 
the minutes of the very first meeting of Cheshire Area – love item g.!! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
We might find a bottle of sherry to keep up the tradition! 
We are also looking to add a Members’ Social Day into the annual calendar and a number of volunteers 
came forward at the close of the AGM to be involved with the organising of this. 

mailto:Treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk
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If you are looking for a Christmas gift for a ‘flowery friend’ please be advised that Julie Pearson’s new 
book ‘Floral Design’ is now available priced at £29·99.  Julie will be bringing some copies to our Club 
Representative’s Forum on 5th December, so you can see the book and save the cost of postage. 
If you need any Blue Forms, please email treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk £1.50 for 10 plus postage. We will 
also have the new Leaf Manipulation booklet (Part 2) in stock very soon. 
Looking forward to our ‘Emerald Year’.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
There were no further questions. 
 
Pastoral Update – Jean Jones 
I am reflecting on a period of time back in 2020,21 when I was Chairman of Wistaston Flower Club. We 
were in a committee meeting, socially distanced in a garden discussing something to do with NAFAS HQ and 
affiliation fees. I cannot recall the detail as a lot has happened since then too, but I do remember realising 
that I really didn’t understand the ins and outs of how NAFAS worked and neither did the committee. 
Fast forward over a couple of years and I have been a club rep, a cluster group rep and an area support 
officer, a sure-fire way to find about how everything works from area to HQ! I now find myself part of the 
Chairman’s Office as Pastoral Chair! 
I am not an expert by any means, and no doubt there is more to learn, but being an area support officer 
was a good place to start, and I can recommend the role to anyone who feels they have something to offer. 
The team are great to work with, supportive to each other and very positive for the future. 
Going back to those days when we emerged from restrictions imposed by Covid it was a worrying time for 
chairmen and their committees. I put forward the idea of “Flowers and Chat” for Wistaston and with some 
nerves we ventured back into the hall. I am pleased to say that the sessions were a success and filled the 
gap before we could go back to full meetings. I learnt the importance of “chat” and perhaps more 
importantly, of listening during those days when we arranged our flowers at two metres apart! 
During my time as Pastoral Chair I would very much like to come to as many clubs as possible to chat and 
listen. I might be able to help with something and if I can’t, I will find someone who can. I’m not sure if I can 
fill Louise’s shoes and I certainly can’t bring a demonstration with me, but I am happy to try. 
Jean Jones 
PS I am no longer chairman of Wistaston so I have a little more time to dedicate to this job! 
 
There were no questions. 
 
4. Area Secretary’s Report – Vanessa Lees 
The Diary for 2025 is now available and is published with this report so that we can all get organised for 
next year. 
Updates of Club Officers are still being sent to me after autumn AGMs – thank you. One or two are still 
outstanding and I will be sending reminders to those clubs. It is important that we hold up to date contact 
names and numbers. 
As we move towards a new year, please check that your club programme is still up to date on the website. If 
not, please send it to me or to Mike Gallagher webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk and we will make sure it is 
published as soon as possible. I will spend some time in the new year checking that we’re all up to date. 
Please also check that the information about club membership fees and visitor fees is up to date, especially 
if you increased it at a recent AGM. 
Following on from documents now handed to me, I will be spending time next year compiling an updated 
version of the Area Secretary’s ‘Bible’ to try to give a comprehensive overview of what needs to be done 
over the course of the year from the Secretary’s point of view. This should put us on a firmer footing when 
appointing my replacement, which I hope is a few years off yet! 
I am also proposing to ensure that we make progress on adopting useful and important policies at Area 
level to ensure we are aware about how we should handle personal data both written and electronic (GDPR 
compliance). It is important for us all to give this thought; there are many misconceptions which make 

mailto:Treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk
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people worried about this whole area. I shall be enlisting support from NAFAS HQ in helping us to put 
together a sensible policy for this, which clubs can also adopt at local level. 
The other area where we I feel we need to just be sure we have a good and robust policy in place is for the 
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults. Whilst I appreciate that within most clubs and within 
Cheshire, this is not a huge issue, as our members are adults, it is something we must bear in mind for the 
‘just in case’ situation. Again, I will ask for support from NAFAS HQ with this. 
Lastly, I am looking forward to lending support to those wishing to launch a new Area social event in 2025, 
as was raised at our October AGM. 
It looks as though 2025 will be another busy year, with plenty to look forward to for Flower Clubs of 
Cheshire. 
 
VL went on to explain that the Area Lunch is open to all at Lymm Golf Club in April following the Club 
Representatives meeting.  The other social event in July will not be planned by Flower Clubs of Cheshire 
team.  TAC will instigate a Zoom call of all those who expressed an interest in arranging it.  The group will be 
to ask for help from the Flower Clubs of Cheshire team is required. 
 
Flower Clubs of Cheshire now has group insurance for all Clubs.  This requires Clubs to have a number of 
policies, most of which should be already in place.  The relevant policies have templates from HQ.  VL is 
preparing a list for Clubs to consult.  If a full gamut of policies is in place then Clubs become eligible for 
some grants.  [Personal note: St Andrew’s West Kirby Church Women’s Group have members in Hoylake 
Flower Club.  An educational grant to Hoylake has benefitted the Church group.  EF] 
 
There is a lot of experience in different Clubs about matters of administration.  JS is able to assist if Clubs 
wish to move to a generic email address secretary@ treasurer@ etc. This is something which helps to 
protect individuals’ personal email accounts from hacking.  TAC will advertise a few Zoom™ teach-in 
sessions over the winter. 
 
Louise Jones is working on a replacement for the blue booking form. 
 
There were no questions. 
 
5. Area Treasurer’s Report – Tracy-Anne Clancy with Judy Gratton 
Our financial year is from 1st August to 31st July. 
 
Financial Overview 
The Barclays Bank balances on the accounts as at 18th November were as follows: 
    £  
Current Account     9,808·691 
Savings Account   22,869·74 
JDS&E Account      7,082·56 
Flower Arranger Account    4,468·082 
 
Some affiliation fees are still due.  Once the Club fees are paid then a business card is presented as a receipt 
and as a reference for the insurance policy. 
Since the commencement of our financial year, there have been two events; our AGM followed by the 
demonstration by Lucy Ellis and Coral Gardiner plus the Education Day.  The financial details of are 
presented below: 
 

 
1
 Includes £4,657·50 National Affiliation Fees to be paid to Head Office 

2
 Orders for 2025 
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AGM & Demonstration 
 

 
 
The demonstration following the AGM realised a net surplus of £378.85. 
 

 

AGM Business

£

Income -           

Expenditure

Hall Hire 46.50      

Gifts & Flowers 83.55      

Refreshments 3.95        

134.00    

Total 134.00-    

AGM Demonstration ' Diamonds & Rust' (Lucy Ellis & Coral Gardiner)

£

Income

Ticket Sales 120 1,825.00 

Raffle 399.00    

Refreshments 56.94      

Stall Holders 4@25 100.00    

2,380.94 

Expenditure

Hall Hire 202.50    

Microphone Hire 10.00      

Demonstrators Fees 600.00    

Flowers & Sundries 704.14    

Travel (Mileage @ 45p) 185.40    

Accommodation 116.10    

Hospitality (Dinner / Lunch & Grab Bag) 86.45      

Welcome Flowers 40.00      

Refreshments 37.50      

Caretaker Tip 20.00      

2,002.09 

Total Surplus / (Shortfall) 378.85    
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Education Day 
Education Day took on a different format this year and focussed on the styles of teaching and coaching.  The 
income and expenditure are as follows: 

 

 
Income & Expenditure (Budget for 2024/25) 
Our main source of income is from the Affiliation Fees (£4·75) paid to Cheshire Area.  Thank you to all the 
Clubs who have already paid – your support is very much appreciated.  We also collect fees on behalf of 
National @ £7·50 per member which we will transfer to HQ at the end of December.  It is anticipated that 
our income will be circa £8,000 and as such the budget for 2024,25 is as follows: 
      £  £ 
Facility Costs (website / storage / licences)  3,000  800 
Publicity & Promotions    1,000  - 
Cheshire Area Show     2,500  - 
Meetings      1,000  134 
Other         500    
Total      8,000  934 
 
Facility Costs 
We make use of a small storage facility in Warrington (UK Storage) to house all our publicity materials, 
drapes and historic documents etc.  We have recently moved to a cheaper storage option - £6 per week for 
eight weeks then £12 per week.  The current key holders are the Area Secretary and Area Treasurer. 
 
National Flower Arranging Day 
This event is being re-vamped at National level and we await the outcome of discussions.  We will be 
supporting the event but, as yet, the format and therefore the costing is unknown.  In the interim, we will 
work within our usual budget of £25 per Club (£850) for publicity / promotions. 
 
Bank Mandates 
Following the AGM, Judy Gratton is shadowing the role of Treasurer during 2024-2025  The first step is to 
update all our bank mandates (which may take some time!) to add Judy plus another signatory.  We are also 
hoping to add Judy to the online facility.  Judy Gratton has sight of the bank statements and accounts to 
ensure an independent review. 
Lloyds and HBOS are now charging for accounts but to date Barclays and NatWest are not. 
 
 

Income £

16 Participants @ £5 80.00      

Expenditure

Room Hire 108.00   

Booklets & Refreshments 70.00      

Tutor Mileage 12.60      

190.60   

Net Surplus / Deficit 110.60-   
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Insurance 
The ‘Umbrella Insurance’ policy is now in place and Clubs are gradually joining the umbrella scheme as and 
when their existing policy finishes.  Cost to each Club is £25.  Certificates will be sent to Clubs once payment 
has been made and Risk Assessments received.  Work is underway to arrange a Group Travel Insurance 
Policy.  Clubs who wish coverage for trips to please contact TAC. All claims must go through Flower Clubs of 
Cheshire. 
 
6. Representatives’ Reports 
6.i Judges’ Report – Pam Fleming-Williams 
The National Judges Committee met on 8th October, 2024. 
A 3-year business plan has been finalised and submitted to the Board of Directors. 
A WhatsApp group has been set up for Area Representatives. 
Schedule for the National Show 2025 is almost completed, just needing some further information for the 
Rules and Regulations.  There will be 16 competitive classes.  There will be significant repositioning of the 
classes.  Changes made to the Competitions Manual 2023 are reflected in the schedule. 
National Judges Test – 15 candidates – Training Day in April – Test to take place in June. Area Tests – training 
starting in Devon & Cornwall and East of England. 
Guidance Forms are to be reviewed in 2025 with a view to making them accessible on a password protected 
page of the NAFAS website 
The annual meeting for Area Representatives will take place via Zoom on 29th January 2025 
 
Es&Ps Day is open to all, 9th March. 
 
Area Report 
I put a shout out on the Judges Reps’ WhatsApp group. One person in North Midlands and one in Mercia & 
North Wales are interested in training. I would like to publicise a possible training for 2025 and test in 2026. 
It may be possible to deliver this partly via a couple of Zoom sessions with a suitable tutor, which would 
save on travel expenses. However, as with all training, there is nothing quite like face-to-face sessions. I will 
put together a rough budget for January. 

 
6.ii Demonstrators’ Report – Beryl Cotton 
Area Report 
Little to report following the successful Area Demonstrator Tests.  All our demonstrators are currently busy 
with their Christmas demonstrations, and we wish them safe travels. For many of our members Christmas 
begins with their flower Club Christmas demonstration. 
We had an Area Representative meeting with the National Demonstrators Committee in September.    
Perhaps interesting to note that there are Area Tests taking place all over the country and refresher days 
being organised.  Once again there is huge interest in training to be an Area Demonstrator and these 
trainees will form the cornerstone of our organisation up and down the country for years to come.   
Whilst all demonstrators are trained and tested to project their voice to the back of the hall, it would help 
them greatly that you ensure your club microphone is in good working order and the person who is 
responsible for setting it up knows exactly how it all works and knows how to set it up and adjust the sound 
levels.  How often do we hear that the microphone is faulty?  If you use your venue microphone, most 
venues have a hearing loop available.  It should be noted that some demonstrators have their own 
microphones but remember it is up to the individual club to provide this facility for their members if one is 
required/preferred. 
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National Report 
The National Demonstrators committee wish to thank Flower Clubs of Cheshire for ALL their assistance in 
the smooth running of the pre national assessments and National Demonstrators Tests held at Frodsham 
Community Centre on 30th and 31st October, 2024.  There was a total of seven pre national assessment 
candidates (one could not attend due to illness) over the two days, along with five National candidates. 
Both days were a sell out with a ticket waiting list and along with many familiar Cheshire faces there were 
visitors to Cheshire from the four corners of the UK.    
Flower Clubs of Cheshire shone very brightly over the two days.  Whilst thanks go to ALL who attended and 
assisted in any way, in particular (and perhaps it is not fair to name just a few) but may we thank:  Tracy 
Anne Clancy, Janet Schofield,  Helen Hunter and Pam Fleming Williams who all worked unstintingly to assist 
the National Committee in running the event, especially Tracy Anne.     
Frodsham Community Centre is an ideal location for tests.  It has excellent travel links with the ferries, 
airports, motorways and train connections close by.  The hall is well run, clean and has just the correct 
number of rooms for preparation, plant identification, stalls, perfect size stage, and holds the correct 
audience size – which is most important along with good parking facilities.  There are reasonable local 
hotels in the Area and indeed it is a hard act to beat!   
This National event is run every 18 months.  The pre national assessment is just as it states, an assessment 
by the three adjudicators with a mark and helpful comments to encourage the candidates to step up to 
National level.  It is not a further qualification but a stepping stone to National status.   The National 
demonstrator status is an aspirational, coveted accolade for demonstrators.    Candidates must tick all the 
boxes with regards to creativity of designs, showing knowledge of the principle and elements of design by 
stating, explaining and applying them; stagecraft, audibility and diction along with sharing their plant 
knowledge.  Fresh plant material must predominate, mechanics must be stable, and designs need to be 
easily transportable from the stage etc.       
I am delighted to inform you that Jo Purdy from the North East of England qualified as a National 
Demonstrator.  Again, huge thanks to everyone from the Flower Clubs of Cheshire who assisted at the 
October National Tests.     
 
The next event is the Demonstrators Symposium which is being held at the Telford Golf and Spa Hotel, 
Telford from Friday, 28th February to 2nd March, 2025.  This event is open to National, Area and trainee 
demonstrators and is a great opportunity to mix with other demonstrators and to ensure personal and 
professional development.  There will be two workshops, lectures, plant sales through the three days with 
evening floral entertainment.  Single and shared rooms are available.  There are a few places still available 
should any demonstrator only be able to attend on the Saturday when they can enjoy a workshop, lunch 
and the afternoon demonstration.  The demonstration, by Dawn Weaver,  will take place on the Saturday 
afternoon from 2 p.m.  This is open to all but with a limited number of seats for non-delegates.  If you live 
reasonably local or fancy a lovely afternoon out, you may consider coming along to support on Saturday, 1st 
March, 2025.3   All information, booking forms, tickets for the demonstration are available from Vanessa 
Keys, NAFAS 020 7247 5567. 
 
The tests are rigorous.  National demonstrators are assessed to a very high level from which we all benefit. 
 
6.iii Education Report – Pam Mosedale 
Education Day – October 2024 
14 Cheshire teachers attended our Education Day held at Frodsham on the 20th October. The day focused on 
teaching knowledge and skills to provide options and appeal to individual different learning styles rather 
than just using directive teaching methods. There was also an opportunity to try non directive coaching 
methods when giving feedback to more experienced floral designers. 

 
3The details are in AOB. 
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Cheshire has some wonderful teachers, all willing to share their knowledge and experience with you. You 
will find their details on the Flower Clubs of Cheshire website under the Education tab. 
 
What Teaching Qualifications do you need to teach flower arranging? 
This is a frequent question club members ask. Here’s what you need: 
 
Flower Club Workshop Leaders – leisure classes 

 No formal qualifications are required – just plenty of enthusiasm. 

Area Teachers – leisure classes 

 Ideally a training or teaching certificate. 

 Ideally a Flower Arranging or Floristry certificate. 

Or 

 Evidence of significant training and flower arranging experience via a short CV, a reference and a 
chat and/or teaching observation by the Area Education representative. 

National Teachers – leisure classes and NAFAS courses 

 Certificate in Flower Arranging or Floristry at an Advanced level 

 Level 3 teaching certificate 

 Three years’ experience (Two years on an Area list) 

 Reference from an Education employer or equivalent 

The Level 3 Award in Education and Trainings has replaced the PTLLS qualification (Preparing to Teach in the 
Lifelong Learning Sector). The qualification is widely available through local Further Education Colleges and 
takes about 6 months to complete. The qualification can also be complete online in just a few weeks. 
 
Events for 2025 
Sunday 9th March at Tarvin Community Centre 10.00am until 3.30pm 
A Members workshop with Jackie Charnock about the Elements and Principles of design. It is suitable for all 
skills and abilities especially beginners. Following the very successful Judges Day at Plumley in 2024, we 
have booked Jackie to run a similar event for members. 
Approx. 15 to 20 attendees - £25 per person 
 
Sunday 11th May at Tarvin Community Centre 10.00am and until 3.30pm 
A Members workshop with Julie Pearson – designs from her new book called ‘Floral Design Innovation and 
Craft’ or a Gregor Lersch theme (to be confirmed). Suitable for all skills and abilities especially those with 
some previous experience. 
Approx. 15 to 20 attendees - £25 per person 
 
Saturday 18th October at Plumley Village Hall 10.00am until 3.30pm 
New for 2025. A Masterclass with Gill McGregor for experienced members –  two designs to be confirmed. 
Approx. 20 – 25 attendees – cost to be confirmed 
 
Sunday 19th October Education Day at Frodsham 10.00am until 3.30pm 
An Education Day for club workshop leaders, area teachers and national teachers – two designs to be 
confirmed (different designs to the Masterclass). Open to all experienced members not just teachers. 
Approx. 20 to 25 attendees – cost to be confirmed 
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6.iv Young Persons’ Representative Report – Judy Gratton 
Children from a local primary school will be making Christmas tree decorations in early December. These 
will involve making a reindeer from log slices and a decorated mini silver birch wreath ring. 
Plans are progressing for Nantwich Show to be held on Wednesday 30th July, 2025. This will include exhibits 
from local primary schools. 
If anyone is interested in running floral activities for their own local schools or children’s out of school 
activities, please do get in touch. Judy Gratton 07506022709 or email judy.gratton@live.co.uk 
 
7.  Flower School of Cheshire – Jean Jones / Tracy-Anne Clancy / Judy Gratton 

The Flower School of Cheshire picked up some interest from a church 
group on The Wirral who were interested in sustainable church 
flowers. After several conversations with us the group have decided 
to hold their own “in house” workshop before Christmas and to look 
towards collaborating with The Flower School in the spring. If anyone 
is interested in helping with this one, please get in touch. 
Apart from that, the Flower School has gone a little quiet, possible 
due to the vast array of Christmas workshops available to people at 

this time of the year. We look forward to the spring with some potential workshops for beginners in the 
community. 
If you would like to host a class or workshop for your club or organisation, to advertise it please contact the 
Flower Clubs of Cheshire area office: chairman@nafascheshire.org.uk 
 
8.  Events, Publicity Update 
8.i RCCS – ‘Theatre of Flowers’ – Tracy-Anne Clancy for Carol Baker and Sylvia Bower 
Planning is underway with the schedule for the 2025 ‘Theatre of Flowers’ competitions.  The next planning 
meeting of the team will be in January.  This will be the last year for both Carol Baker and Sylvia Bower as 
Chairmen of the show.  We would like two people to take on these roles for 2026 and ideally to be involved 
during 2025 to ‘see how it works’.  It would be a great shame if we could not continue with this due to the 
fact that no-one volunteered. 
If no-one comes forward to shadow the work in the Theatre of Flowers in 2025 there is doubt about this 
continuing in 2026. 
Thank you to Stockport Afternoon and Romiley Flower Clubs for offering to create an installation in the 
publicity corner for the 2025 Show. 
 
8.ii Website & Social Media – Tracy-Anne Clancy 

• Please ensure that all Club programmes / change of contact details are advised to Vanessa and our 
website manager Mike Gallagher.  We are hugely grateful to Mike Gallagher for all his hard work 
and continued support. 

• Flower School of Cheshire is now a ‘menu option’ with an opportunity for us to clearly offer and 
advertise classes for all abilities.  There was a considerable amount of interest for this information 
shown at the Area show, with the question ‘where can I learn how to do this?’ being always asked.  
If you would like to share or advertise information about your classes / workshops please get in 
touch and the details can be included on our website. 

• Our Instagram page flowerclubsofcheshire requires more ‘likes’ but followers are growing albeit 
slowly. 

• Flower Clubs of Cheshire Facebook page is very active – please keep sharing. 
 

Question from Bernard Preston, Elworth – where is the Flower Clubs of Cheshire presence in Cheshire Life?  
NAFAS is never there.  Dorothy Monks, Goostrey, agrees.  TAC explained that the Flower Clubs of Cheshire 
profile on social media is growing but that we should be included in Cheshire Life; she will get in touch. 

mailto:judy.gratton@live.co.uk
mailto:chairman@nafascheshire.org.uk
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8.iii Newsletter – Tracy-Anne Clancy 
The November newsletter was issued on 13th November and includes several Christmas events across 
Cheshire to enjoy.  Any Club with information about events to share across the Area can be sent to 
treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk for inclusion.  Please forward the newsletter on to all Club members or ask 
them to subscribe individually. 
 
8.iv Flower Arranger Magazine – Catherine Bower 
 
Flower Arranger 2025 Subscriptions 

 2025 club subscription rate increased to £16·50 for 4 editions and individual copy £5·40 
This increases price differential between annual subscription and part year 

 294 subscriptions made, compared with 367 for Winter 2024 edition 

 5 clubs have not placed an order4 

 1 club notified non delivery of Winter edition 
6 Winter editions sold in addition to usual order by clubs5 
Future editions 
Spring edition  club order 9 November  delivery 9 January 
Summer edition club order 15 February  delivery 9 April 
Autumn edition  club order 17 May  delivery 10 July 
Winter edition  club order 16 August  delivery 9 October 

 
Accounts 

 accounts exchanged with treasurer to confirm BACS 
 
Contact to Area Flower Arranger officer can be made via: flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk or link on 
website contact button 
 
9.  Cluster Updates 
Peony – Elworth, Leek, Macclesfield, Nether Alderley, South Cheshire, Wistaston. 
Iris – Ashton Hayes & Tarvin, Chester, Eddisbury & Sandiway, Frodsham, Handbridge, Mid Cheshire, Rural 
Chester, Tarporley, Widnes, Winwick. 
Lily – Handbridge, Hoylake, Neston, New Brighton, Upton-by-Chester, Wirral. 
Rose – Goostrey, Hale Barns, Heald Green, Knutsford, Lymm, Sale. 
Sunflower – Bramhall & Cheadle Hulme, Bramall Hall, Disley, Prestbury, Romiley, Stockport Afternoon, 
Wilmslow Guild. 
 
Peony Cluster – Jean Jones 
The AGM and the National Test Days at Frodsham were a perfect opportunity to touch base with a number 
of representatives of clubs in our cluster. Macclesfield Flower Club was certainly represented with quite a 
gathering at the AGM, well done ladies and I’m sure you will have enjoyed the demonstration “Diamonds 
and Rust” in the afternoon. 
One question has emerged from discussions and that is how do you convert good attendance at workshops 
for the community into actual flower club members? The usual tactics of free tickets, bring a friend etc. 
have been tried so if anyone has any further suggestions, I will be sure to pass them on. 
We had thought we might meet for lunch in Grappenhall after the Club Reps’ forum on 5th December but 
unfortunately, I can’t make it now, but I would encourage any Peony Cluster reps to join with other cluster 
reps who will be going out in Grappenhall for lunch after the meeting – see Rose Cluster update. 
 

 
4Disaffiliation of Tunstall noted. 
5Flower Clubs of Cheshire Members featured 

mailto:treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk
mailto:flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk
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Iris Cluster – Anne Walton 
Nothing to report from Iris Cluster. I am hoping that after this very busy year we have had, I may find a bit 
more time next year to follow up cluster things. I haven’t been a good “Lead” this year! Having said that, 
everyone seems very busy and happy to pursue events in their own clubs so no real problems. 
 
Lily Cluster – Colette Dunkley 
Club reps met at Gordale on October 18th for a very useful club meeting discussing a variety of topics 
related to running clubs. Each club shared the highlights of their plans for Christmas and 2025. 
There is a wide range of activities planned and some will be available to other clubs. 
Hoylake will be having a show in lieu of a club meeting in July. It is hoped that this could be a forerunner of 
a revived local show, if on a small scale. Advanced notice is being given so that clubs can encourage 
members to enter. 
New Brighton is celebrating its Diamond anniversary. 
Information about local shows was shared and clubs were encouraged to get members to enter. 
Colette Dunkley is in process of collating a chart showing all clubs demonstrations for 2025 and will circulate 
schedules of other shows as they become available. Clubs continue to share newsletters.6 
 
Rose Cluster – Tracy-Anne Clancy 
As a cluster, we continue to support each other, sharing information, ideas, events and general moral 
support.  We are having a pub lunch together in Grappenhall Village after the Club Representative’s Forum 
for a ‘seasonal’ catch up.   
 
Sunflower Cluster – David Mason 
No report. 
 
12.  AOB 
The President, Dorothy Irvin, thanked the committee for their work. 
TAC closed the meeting @ 12:28. 
 
 
Date of next Club Representatives Forum: Tuesday 28 January 2025 at Owley Wood Recreation Centre, 
Northwich 
 
 

Signed……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Date………………………………… 

 
 
 

 
6Lily Cluster events in AOB. 
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