
   Hello everyone,  

I hope you have been able to enjoy some relaxation time over these summer months; maybe visited a garden 

somewhere to enjoy the beauty of nature, or maybe you have been busy gardening or exhibiting at shows.  

Whatever your activity, I hope you have enjoyed some time with flowers.   

With only days to go now, the final few tickets for the Area Demonstrator Tests are still available at £10 (see 

the details in this newsletter).  There will not be an opportunity to pay on the door – don’t be disappointed.  

Celebrations have been taking place in Cheshire, with significant Club Anniversaries and several successes at 

summer show.  Congratulations!  Looking forward, we have our AGM and demonstration on 3rd October (Early 

Bird price of £15 only until end of August) not to mention all the Christmas Club Events which we will publicise 

soon.  Oh – did I mention that Christmas cards, diaries and calendars are now available!! 

Happy Reading! 

 

 

 

 

…….to Eddisbury & Sandiway Flower Club and Knutsford Floral Design Club who have 

celebrated their 65th Anniversary and 55th Anniversary respectively. 

Eddisbury and Sandiway enjoyed a fun afternoon tea (with a touch of ‘blue’) at Abbeywood 

estate to celebrate their 65th Blue Sapphire Anniversary.  This was just the start of the 

celebrations, as the Club has a full programme for the whole year (check out their Club 

page on the Flower Clubs of Cheshire website).  Congratulations to you all! What an 

achievement! 
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Knutsford Floral Design Club celebrated their Emerald 55th Anniversary with fizz, flowers 

and afternoon tea, also at Abbeywood estate and gardens.  Members enjoyed a glass of fizz 

whilst watching a demonstration by Mark Entwistle followed by afternoon tea.  Wishing 

you a very happy year and congratulations to you all! 

    

  

   

 

 

      

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  

Congratulations go to all our competitors, prize winners and trophy winners at the various 

shows this summer: 

Nantwich Show – 31st July 2024 

Well done to Judy Gratton (Wistaston Flower Club) supported by her Club and Nantwich Flower Club, for 

organising the Floral Art Competition at the Nantwich Show.  Thanks to Sionedd Hughes (Mercia and 

North Wales) for judging.  The theme was ‘Olympiad in Paris’ and the exhibits were fabulous.  

Congratulations to Carol Baker who not only was awarded ‘Best in Show’ (Class: Flying the Flag) but also 

gained the ‘People’s Choice Award’ (Class: Rings of Friendship).  Other prize winners included: Sylvia 

Bower, Collette Dunkley, Anne McNally, Jean Jones, Carole Chia, Judy Gratton (see photos below). Well 

done to everyone! 

 

       

Judy Gratton (Wistaston)  Carol Baker is ‘Flying the Flag’    Carol Baker ‘People’s Choice Award’ 

 

       

2nd Place for Sylvia Bower 3rd Place for Collette Dunkley  1st Place for Anne McNally (The Cup that Cheers) 

and Runner-Up to Best in Show 

Highlights from Floral Shows 



 

2nd Place for Jean Jones (Flying the Flag) 

             

2nd Place for Carol Baker  3rd Place for Judy Gratton  Highly Commended for Collette Dunkley 

       

  1st Place for Carole Chia         2nd Place for Carol Baker 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire were pleased to support this event and enjoyed teaching an absolute beginner to create a vertical line 

design in our live demonstration.  Looking forward to doing it all again in 2025! 



Willaston & District Horticultural Society – 3rd August 2024 

Carol Baker triumphed at this show and was awarded the Banksian Medal….. 

Anglesey Show – 14th August 2024 

…..and also at the Anglesey Show where she was awarded 1st and Best in Show for  

her ‘Hollywood Glamour’ pedestal design.  In addition, Carol scooped 2nd in ‘60s Fashion’, 2nd in petite for 

‘Mother of the Bride’ hat and 3rd for ‘Frugal Times’ foliage only design (plus 2 trophies).  Well done Carol – 

Cheshire is proud of you! 

      

 

Shrewsbury Show – 8th August 2024 

Congratulations to Eleanor Griffiths – very successful at the Shrewsbury Show. 

 

If you have any photos / news to share, please email to: 

newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk.  Thank you. 

 

More highlights from the shows in next month’s newsletter…… 
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FINAL CALL – ONLY 11 TICKETS 

REMAINING………. Cheshire Area 

Demonstrator’s Tests are being held on 

1st September 2024 at Tarvin Community 

Centre.   

Last few remaining tickets are on 

sale for this event priced at £10.  

Please apply to: 

treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk 

All details are on the poster. 

 

We wish all our candidates every 

success and look forward to seeing 

them soon at our Clubs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheshire will once again be hosting the National pre-assessments and National tests 
for demonstrators at Frodsham.  All ticketing is being managed by NAFAS HQ and 
tickets are £15.  Anyone wishing to purchase a ticket should contact Vanessa Keys 
vanessa@nafas.org.uk or call 020 7247 5567.  Please note – admission is strictly by 
ticket only. 

If you are able to volunteer at either of these events, please contact either 
treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk or berylcotton06@gmail.com 

 

 

NATIONAL PRE-ASSESSMENTS & NATIONAL TESTS FOR DEMONSTRATORS 

Frodsham Community Centre, Fluin Lane Frodsham WA6 7QN 

 Wednesday 30th & Thursday 31st October 2024 

A great opportunity for Programme Secretaries and Club Members to watch Demonstrators stepping up 

**Stalls to Browse**  **Raffle**   **Day out with Friends** 

 

Demonstrator Training 
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The photoshoot for the Winter edition of the Flower Arranger magazine took place on 11th July and what a 

super day we had.  A huge thank you to all our volunteer arrangers, to Sharon N for the use of her cottage in 

Tarvin and to Chloe (Flower Arranger magazine editor) and Olly (photographer) for ensuring we all had a 

memorable day.  And yes…. Michael Buble did entertain us!   We aren’t able to share any photographs in this 

newsletter until after the Winter edition is out (10th October) but we did capture some ‘behind the scenes’ 

photos……. (Sharon marshals the parking lot in hi-viz with complusory tea!;  Margaret D unloads her asparagus 

fern ; Janet S gets into the spirit of Christmas; Julie P discusses her design with photographer Olly and editor 

Chloe; the team L-R Chloe, Tracy-Anne, Felicia D, Shiona F, Vanessa L, Sharon N, Margaret D, Pam M, Carol B, 

Eileen F, Mark E, Edena J, Louise J, Julie P & Janet S). 

        

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas cards, diaries and calendars stock 2024 has arrived.  Order forms will be sent out to 

Clubs shortly and there will also be a stall at the Area AGM on 3rd October where you can buy or 

collect Club orders.  If you wish to order individually, please email treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk 

with your order.  Payment details will be provided on receipt of your order.  Here’s a selection of 

this years’ goodies; 

 

Christmas in July – Flower Arranger Photoshoot 

Christmas is definitely coming……… 
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Item Description Size RRP 

 

Christmas Candle 

(Pack of 10) 

150mm x 150mm £3.00 

 

Festive Pyramid  

(Pack of 10) 

128mm x 128mm £3.00 

 

Seasonal Ring 

(Pack of 10)  

 

128mm x 128mm £3.00 

 

Wire and Roses 

(Pack of 10) 

150mm x 150mm £3.00 

 

 

Festive Cornucopia 

(Pack of 10) 

118mm x 174mm £3.00 

 

Contemporary Christmas 

(Pack of 10) 

150mm x 150mm £3.50 

 

Pine Cone Angel 

(Pack of 10) 

150mm x 150mm £3.50 

 

Moonlit Stag 

(Pack of 10) 

118mm x 174mm £3.50 

 

Three Little Robins 

(Pack of 10) 

126mm x 126mm £3.50 

 

Three Christmas Trees 

(Pack of 10) 

126mm x 126mm £3.50 



 

Christmas Cockapoos 

(Pack of 10) 

150mm x 150mm £3.50 

 

NAFAS 2025 Diary 170mm x 90mm £4.50 

 

NAFAS 2025 Calendar 206mm x 206mm £4.50 

Please note, that because we order in bulk, we are able to offer these items at a discounted price. 

 

 

Have you got the latest Competitions Manual (Fourth Edition 2023)? Copies can be 

obtained from treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk priced £5 plus postage. 

Blue Forms are also available from treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk priced £1.50  

for 10 plus postage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower Arranger Magazine 2025 

To order your copies or for more information contact your Club Flower Arranger representative who will 

liaise with Catherine on flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk 

 

2025 Orders to Catherine Bower - no later than 9 November 2024 

 
Any Changes to 

Catherine no later 
than 

Spring Summer Autumn Winter 

Saturday 
9 November 

Saturday 
15 February 

Saturday 
17 May 

Saturday 
16 August 

Club Deliveries 
guide date 

Thursday 
9 January 

 Wednesday 
9 April 

Thursday 
10 July 

Thursday 
9 October 

 

Publications 
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Our website has undergone a significant update to reflect our new name and 

branding.  There are still a few refinements to go but we send a huge thank you to our 

website Mike Gallagher for being so patient with us.  We also send our warmest 

congratulations to Mike (and his family).  Mike is now proud Grandpa to Louie Dennis 

Gallagher, born on 5th July. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who has come forward to create a design to be photographed for 

our website ‘How To….’ Pages.  Pam Mosedale already has some ‘in the bag’ which will be 

released over the forthcoming months.   

If you would be willing to create a design (funding is available) would you please contact 

education@nafascheshire.org.uk.  We would like to feature 6 new designs, Pam M will do 

the photography (so no need to worry about that bit!) and we will provide a venue for you 

to be creative in.  We have so much floral design talent in Cheshire, would you share some 

please….? 

 

 

 

Letter from Steven Lane: 

I am writing to confirm the outcome of the Special Resolution re the proposed changes to the Articles of Association.  

The deadline passed at midnight on Tuesday 20th August. The Special Resolution required 75% (21 votes) to agree to 

the changes. 

The 27 Voting Members voted,  24 in favour,  3 against.  

We will now submit the updated Articles to the Charity Commission. The process will take a few weeks, but once 

complete NAFAS, will no longer be in breach of its Articles.  

The next steps will be to update the standing orders, so they are in line with the Articles. We will share the proposed 

changes with the Voting Members at the NAC on 15th October and then allow a period of consultation with all Voting 

Members before issuing an Ordinary Resolution to agree the changes.  

Kind regards 

Steven Lane 

Chief Executive Officer, NAFAS 

WEBSITE REVIEW & UPDATE 

Website ‘How To………..’ 

News from national 

mailto:education@nafascheshire.org.uk


Westminster Abbey Flowers:  If you are interested in being on the Cheshire List to arrange 

flowers in Westminster Abbey would you please email Chairman@nafascheshire.org.uk 

New National Lists:  The 2024-25 book of Accredited Judges, Demonstrators and Speakers of 

NAFAS, Qualified Teachers of NAFAS and Qualified Teachers of Ikebana is now available priced at 

£2.75 from HQ. 

 

National Show 2025: The National Show 2025 is taking 

shape! The Standing Committees are busy making their plans 

for the show and the Judges are planning a visit to the 

Cathedral in June to finalise the schedule.  

Our two demonstrators for the Friday night Guildhall event 

have been chosen and we will release further information 

soon.  

After his guest appearance at the 2023 show, Yan Skates will 

be creating a large exhibit in the Nave.  

National Show 2027:  The intention is to hold this event ‘up 

north’.  All suggestions for suitable venues are welcome.  

Please let us know. 

 

 

 

 

DISLEY & DISTRICT FLOWER CLUB         

Beginners floral workshop          
Thurs 26th Sept 2024 at 7.15pm      

If you enjoy flowers but lack the courage or confidence to do no more than plonk them in a vase, this class is 
for you.         

With step-by-step tuition, you’ll go home with your own amazing floral arrangement and some newfound 
skills.        .  

No experience necessary        

Join us with a smile & pair of scissors!     

Tickets £20  

All materials, including flowers will be provided on the night     

Booking is essential    Email: Enquiries@ddfc.org.uk  

Venue:  High Lane Village Hall, Windlehurst Road, Stockport SK6 8AB 

Free parking 

Forthcoming Events to enjoy………….. 
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Plans are progressing for the demonstration following our 54th AGM in October.  ‘Early Bird Offer’ 

of £15 per ticket, if purchased before 31st August 2024.  All the details are in the poster. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGM 2024 



 

 

All our Diary Dates for 2024 are on our website, but here’s a selection of show dates & events: 

27 – 29 September RHS Malvern Autumn Show 

3 October  Cheshire Area AGM (Frodsham Community Centre) 

16 October  National AGM 

30th / 31st October National Pre-Assessments & Demonstrator Tests (Frodsham Community Centre) 

 

 

We now have an Instagram page for Flower Clubs of Cheshire.  Type in: 

flowerclubsofcheshire to find us.  Please follow us – ask friends and family too, as 

we need to increase the number of followers.  We would like to help publicise / 

share information about your Club on our Instagram page – future events, activities, 

workshops, designs, anything Flower Club related.  Please send any photos and a brief 

description to treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk  

 

 

Best Wishes 

From All of Us  

@ 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire 

 

 

You are receiving this newsletter because you are the named Club contact or have subscribed individually.  

Please share this newsletter with as many members as possible – thank you. 

To receive this newsletter directly to your inbox, please send an email to 

newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk and we’ll add you to the distribution list 

Other Diary Dates 
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