
   Hello everyone,  

Welcome to the November issue of our Members Newsletter.  Remembrance Sunday has passed and the 

countdown to Christmas is now full steam ahead – evidenced by the number of Christmas themed floral 

events taking place throughout Cheshire in November and December. 

In this issue; we reflect on the National Tests, celebrate Club achievements and look forward to a variety of 

Club Christmas demonstrations and workshops coming soon. If you would like your Club event featured in this 

newsletter, please send details to treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk. 

Happy Reading! 

 

 

 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire were honoured to host the National Pre-Assessments and National 

Demonstrator Tests at Frodsham at the end of October and send their warmest congratulations to 

Jo Purdy, from Scarborough, who is our latest National Demonstrator.  We look forward to seeing 

Jo in Cheshire in 2025 (Eddisbury & Sandiway and Frodsham Flower Club will be welcoming her to 

demonstrate).  We were also delighted to see ‘our Mark’ Entwistle step up to take his National Pre-

Assessment Test and we wish him well for the future.  

Well done to Beryl Cotton (National Demonstrators Committee Chairman) and her National team 

for organising the tests for all the candidates.   
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Cheshire hosts the National Tests 

Beryl Cotton with members of the National Demonstrators 

Committee; L-R Beryl, Delyth Price, Cherie Nummy, Lucy Ellis. 

Vanessa  Keys and Sylvia Loader (Head Office) are with Margaret 

Rumens (senior adjudicator) 

Eleanor Griffiths and Gill Jackson, pictured below, after they had 

just finished creating the welcome foyer flowers 
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Huge thank you to all our Cheshire volunteers who worked incredibly hard over the two days with 

the following tasks; creating fabulous welcome flowers in the foyer (Eleanor Griffiths and Gill 

Jackson), our back stage team welcoming candidates, helping them to unload and providing plenty 

of words of encouragement and hugs (Janet Schofield, Pam Mosedale, Louise Jones), timekeeper 

on Wednesday (Helen Hunter), raffle ticket sellers (Chris Middleton, Margaret Delany and Sharon 

Nolan), hosting the adjudicators (Pam Fleming-Williams and Diane Fair), NAFAS publications and 

Flower Arranger magazine sales (Judy Gratton, Jean Jones and Catherine Bower), the refreshment 

team for making so many cuppas (and who probably dreamt about brown paper cups for days 

afterwards!) (Ruth Catterall, Vanessa Lees, Carole Chia, Joan Quinland, Louise Jones, Debbie 

Davies, Nicky Wylie and anyone else who popped into the kitchen) and front of house Tracy-Anne 

Clancy.  Thank you to everyone who bought a ticket to support this event and for being such an 

encouraging audience over the two days.  Thank you to our president, Dorothy Irvin, for welcoming 

everyone to Cheshire. 

 

 

This year our Education Day (on 20th October @ Frodsham) was a little bit different.  Thank you to Pam 

Mosedale for organising this event and sharing her expertise and coaching knowledge with Cheshire’s flower 

arranging tutors.  It’s not necessarily what you teach but how you teach it and the ‘Class of ‘24’ were 

encouraged to practice their coaching skills by critiquing a number of exhibits prepared for the class.  The 

discussions also focussed on ‘Principles & Elements’ of design and how these should be explained to students 

with differing learning styles.  If you teach flower arranging / floral design and would like to share information 

about your classes and workshops please email newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk.  Your classes can be 

added to our website for wider publicity. 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Day 2024 

Knutsford Floral Design Club 

Floral Design Classes 

❖ Classes are held at The Methodist Church Hall, Plumley (park at Plumley Village Hall 

and walk through) on 3rd Tuesday of every month 2-4pm 

❖ Cost is £40 for 4 classes 

❖ The tutor (Dorothy Monks) helps and advises on all aspects of floral design and 

encourages participants to enter the monthly competition 

❖ Participants will be expected to join the club after a trial period 

❖ Everyone welcome – from complete beginners to more advanced arrangers 

❖ Contact Linda 01477 532 266 

mailto:newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk


 

 

Congratulations to Carole Chia of Tarporley Flower Club who 

was awarded the Club Trophy this year, for achieving the 

greatest number of 1st Places in the club monthly competition.  

Carole was presented with the trophy by Club Chairman Elaine 

Meredith (pictured left), at the most recent meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 8th October, South Cheshire Floral Society held it's AGM followed by Afternoon Tea at Astbury 

Village Hall near Congleton. The Committee provided the refreshments and the floral displays on the tables 

were made by members. 

The Shirley Miller Award for Members Flower Arranger of 2024 was won by Celia Lee, presented by Chair 

Elaine Ruscoe (pictured below). The June Cross Runner-Up Award was awarded to Denise Page.  

Congratulations to Celia and Denise! 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Club News and Celebrations 



 

 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire send their congratulations to Julie Pearson on the 

publication of her new book ‘FLORAL design’.   

The book retails at £29.99, but Julie will be 

bringing a supply to our next Area meeting on 

5th December and will therefore save you the 

cost of postage.  If you would like to reserve / 

purchase a copy, for collection on the 5th 

December either in person or by your Club 

Representative, please email 

treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk .  This would 

be a fabulous Christmas gift for someone or as 

a treat for yourself. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

Blue Forms are also available from treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk priced £1.50 

for 10 plus postage. 

Flower Arranger Magazine 2025 

To order your copies or for more information contact your Club Flower Arranger representative who will 

liaise with Catherine on flower.arranger@nafascheshire.org.uk 

 

2025 Orders to Catherine Bower - no later than 9 November 2024 

 
Any Changes to 

Catherine no later 
than 

Spring Summer Autumn Winter 

Saturday 
9 November 

Saturday 
15 February 

Saturday 
17 May 

Saturday 
16 August 

Club Deliveries 
guide date 

Thursday 
9 January 

 Wednesday 
9 April 

Thursday 
10 July 

Thursday 
9 October 

 

Publications 
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……….to Bramall Hall next week!  A team from Stockport Flower Club plus members from 

Romiley, Disley & District, The Bramall Hall clubs and other Cheshire members, will be decorating 

Bramall Hall on the 18th and 19th November.  The theme this year is ‘Northern Lights’, with the Hall 

being open to the public from 20th November to 5th January (see poster below for all the details).  

We send our best wishes to all the Cheshire arrangers and look forward to seeing the photos of 

staging and their exhibits in the Christmas newsletter.  To whet your appetite, this is what the 

Stockport team created last year: 

 

Christine Leigh (Stockport Flower Club) reports: ‘The 

theme was “Claret & Champagne” and our "Chateaux 

Bramall Hall” shown with the team (from left) Christine 

Leigh, Collette Rednall, Sue Jacklin and Joan Quinland, 

was used in the Hall’s promotion shots.  We have an 

extra member this year, Kath Adam, who is doing it for 

the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas is Coming……… 



 

Our Christmas stock has nearly all gone – just a couple of diaries and a few calendars left.  These 

will be at the Club Representatives Forum on 5th December, for those last minute purchases. 

 

Item Description Size RRP 

 

NAFAS 2025 Diary 170mm x 90mm £4.50 

 

NAFAS 2025 Calendar 206mm x 206mm £4.50 

 

 

As we are coming towards the end of 2024, don’t forget to send your latest 2025 Club Programme to Mike 

Gallagher for inclusion on our website.  Additionally, if you have classes to offer, please let us know so that we 

can include them on our ‘Flower School of Cheshire’ classes page / advertise for free! 
webmaster@nafascheshire.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Are your Club details up to date on our Website? 

News from 

national 
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Upcoming Festive Events……….. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of Lymm Floral Art Group are 

supporting the festival and will be exhibiting 

their ‘Spiral Structure’ Floral Christmas 

Trees at this event. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Instagram page is ‘Flower Clubs of Cheshire’.  Type in: flowerclubsofcheshire 

to find us.  We would like to help publicise / share information about your Club on 

our Instagram page – future events, activities, workshops, designs, anything 

Flower Club related.  Please send any photos and a brief description to 

treasurer@nafascheshire.org.uk  

Best Wishes 

From All of Us  

@ 

Flower Clubs of Cheshire 

 

 

You are receiving this newsletter because you are the named Club contact or have subscribed individually.  

Please share this newsletter with as many members as possible – thank you. 

To receive this newsletter directly to your inbox, please send an email to 

newsletter@nafascheshire.org.uk and we’ll add you to the distribution list 

Theatre of Flowers @ 

RCCS 2025 

The planning for the 2025 Floral 

Competitions is underway.  However, 

this will be the last year both Sylvia and 

Carol will be our Show Chairpersons.  

We are hoping two people will 

volunteer to join the team this year (to 

see how it all works) with a view to take 

the lead for 2026. 

PLEASE ENSURE OUR AREA SHOW 

CONTINUES IN 2026 

We look forward to hearing from you – 

thank you 

Looking forward to 2025………… 
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